Carcinoembryonic antigen levels in sera drawn 1 to 12 years before diagnosis of cervical malignancy.
We determined serum CEA and beta-HCG levels in women who developed cervical carcinoma 1 to 12 years after the serum samples were drawn. Only 32 diagnostic sera CEA and beta-HCG levels were found. However, the serum CEA levels of the carcinoma patients differed significantly from those of their matched controls, who remained cancer free during the following 8 to 12 years after serum withdrawal. The difference in CEA levels between cases and controls did not depend on the lag period between serum withdrawal and cancer diagnosis, the severity of underlying cervical disease, or smoking habits.